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In the context of participatory development, it is insisted that donors should focus on
cultivating local people’s voluntary attitude toward improving living environments by their own
hand to keep the effect of development aid sustained. From this point of view, it is important to
focus on not only the individual learning process but also the social learning process in community.
Lots of development aids have failed to function because the introduced technologies and knowledge
are not accepted in the community and abandoned. The international development aid is cross
cultural activity so that it is important to consider the learning and adaptation process of the region
when we think about the sustainable development. In addition to it, the relationship between social
learning and social network should be also considered.

In this study, a rural village in West Bengal of India which is suffering from arsenic
contamination of underground water is focused on as a case filed. The relationship between social
learning and social network is analyzed with the latent class logit model incorporating social
network effect as a variable based on the questionnaire results which were conducted before and

after workshops where the information of arsenic is informed to villagers.



